
The Fay Hut (pictured above) had been rebuilt after being destroyed in a forest fire in 
2003.  The original, built in 1927 was the first hut built by the club . Our club president, 
Simon Statkewich, designed the most recent structure which was featured in an article 
and on the  cover of  a recent issue of Cottage magazine. 

Unfortunately, tragedy again struck the Fay Hut early last month. On either April 2 or 
April 3, the hut was again destroyed by fire. At this time the cause of the fire is unknown. 
Below is the text of a letter from the National VP Facilities  informing members of the  
club of the incident:  

Hello everyone, 
  
It is with great sadness that I write this email.   
  
I am sorry to report that our new Fay Hut burnt to the ground some time between the 
2nd and 4th of April.  
  
The last people to stay in the hut skied out on the morning of 2nd April and another 
party arrived later on 4th April to find just a heap of ashes.   Needless to say, they skied 
back out. 
         Continued on page 3 
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Alpine Club of Canada  

Manitoba Section Executive  
 

President  

 Simon Statkewich 

 (204) 475-2063 

 s.statkewich@gmail.com 

 

Vice President  

 Peter Aitchison 

 (204) 582-0340 

 aitchis@mts.net 

 

Secretary/Treasurer  

 Len Chackowsky 

 (204) 294-9034 

 len.chackowsky@shaw.ca 

 

Climbing Committee  

 Mick Hawley 

 (204) 589-8982 

 lhawley@mts.net 

 

Winter Activities  

 Grant & Marilyn McLaren 

 (204) 222-5242 

 grant.mclaren@cwb.ca 

 mmclaren@mpi.mb.ca 

  

Education Committee  

 Toni Wilson 

 (204) 334-5033 

 catnip@mts.net  

 

Librarian  

 Pat Dillistone  

 (204) 783-0945 

 patdill@mts.net  

 

Newsletter  

 Brian Gilchrist  

 (204) 269-1587 

 brianwg@mts.net 

Newsletter Information  

The newsletter is published four 

times a year and is posted on our 

website. All submissions and ideas 

are welcome. If possible, please send 

digital copies of articles, ads, or pho-

tos. Otherwise, you can submit hard 

copies to the address below. With 

every photo submission, please indi-

cate the name of photographer, the 

subject(s) of the photo, and where 

the photo was taken.  

Our advertising options are  

a) $25 for quarter page or less  

b) $50 for half page  

c) $100 for full page  

d) one free advertisement per year 

(up tohalf -page) in exchange for a 

discount to Alpine Club of Canada 

members; this discount can be a lim-

ited or unlimited time offer  

 

Personal classified ads are free for 

club members.  

Send your submissions to the news-

letter editor:  

Brian Gilchrist  

138 Dubois Pl 

Winnipeg, MB  R3V 1N1 

brianwg@mts.net 

Executive Meetings  

Executive meetings are held monthly. 

Contact our secretary, Len Chack-

owsky,for details on where and when 

the next meeting will be held.  

You can also contact Len to see Mani-

toba sectionõs minutes or financial 

records. 

E-mail: len.chackowsky@shaw.ca 

Simon Says 

It is with great sadness that I share the 
news that the Fay hut has burnt to the 
ground. The Fay hut was rebuilt during the 
summer of 2005 after the original structure 
was burnt in the forest fire that devastated 
Kootenay National Park in 2003. It was the 
first hut to be built by the Alpine Club of 
Canada in 1927.  It is yet to be determined 

if the club will rebuild.  

 

On a happier note there are some great 
initiatives by the Manitoba section. I am 
pleased to announce that we are going to 
produce an updated guidebook for local 
rock climbing areas. This is a major initia-
tive for the section and will require plenty 
of help and cooperation. The plan for now 
is to spend the next two climbing seasons 
gathering and confirming information on 
the various cliffs. I am heading up the com-
mittee; if anyone is interested in helping 

out please contact me.  

 

Every couple of years we like to offer some 
sage wisdom from afar, and this spring is 
the next opportunity. Rob Chisnall, forensic 
knot expert from Kingston, Ontario, is a 
familiar face and will be here from May 22 
to 31 to share his know how. There is a 
week of workshops being offered at an ex-
cellent value! See the climbing schedule for 

more information.  

 

Jones Rhode update: The throne movement 
has taken place. A group of Manitoba Sec-
tion volunteers (Grant, Adrien, Toni & I) 
spent an afternoon installing a new out-
house and upgrading the access trail. 

Thanks guys for the great work!  

 

Simon 
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Editorõs Note: 

All right ðlooks like I missed another self-imposed dead-

line. However, itôs not all bad as the delay meant that addi-

tional informative and exciting articles have been submit-

ted and included for your reading pleasure. 

 

This is the last edition until after the summer season, so 

remember to take lots of pictures and submit them for 

publication. My goal is to have a pictures/adventures edi-

tion in September, but I can only do that if you submit pic-

tures and articles about your summer adventures. And 

remember, it doesnôt have to be just about climbing, it can 

be mountain biking, hiking, kayaking etc. Think of this as 

a print version of the Banff Film festival, and youôll get the 

idea of what type of articles (well, maybe the print version 

of the Banff Film Festival is aiming pretty high, but one 

can dream!) 

 

Youôll also find the summer climbing schedule in this edi-

tion. There are quite a few climbs listed, but if you feel the 

urge to lead a climb, Iôm sure Mick would love to have 

moreða section news e-mail can always be sent out an-

nouncing more club climbs.  

 

And if you are travelling this summer, why not look up 

other sections to see what activities they have planned and 

partake in one of their club climbs (remember to bring 

your membership card)  

 

Have a good summer and climb safe!   

The dreadful news was given to Channin Liedtke Sunday 
morning who then informed Rick and Lawrence. Mark Led-
widge, Parks safety warden, was informed and flew to the 
hut in the morning to confirm the report.   Some of his pho-
tographs are attached.  
  
This message is intended as a report only.   At this stage, 
we have no idea of the cause.   The last people to stay at 
the hut assured us that the fire was extinguished, as were 
all propane appliances before they left the hut.  
  
A group from the ACC and PCA will likely fly to the site 
sometime this week to assess. 
  
I should mention that a decision to òself insureó the hut 
was made in 2007.  This was because insurance costs were 
prohibitively expensive, and because of the low number of 
annual overnights (400 to 600 p.a.) the net contribution 
from Fay Hut was marginal at best.  
  
Because no one was injured and the fire is not suspicious it 
seems unlikely that an RCMP investigation will take place.   
  
No doubt, there will be further discussions on the issue of 
this great loss to the Club.  
  
Regards,  
  
  

Carl 
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